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ABIOPOLE Vet Practice
 Over 30 vets specialized in farm animals 

 6 dedicated poultry veterinarians

Foie gras ducks (breeders and meat)

Free-range chickens and layers

Broiler breeders / GP’s

In-house Bio Chêne Vert laboratory

(necropsy, sero, bacterio, PCR, hygiene, salmo)



Overview of foie gras production

Industry commitments to ducks’ welfare

Future of the production and 
contradictions ?



“Foie Gras” = “fatty liver” 

Defined only for duck (or goose)

 traced back over 4,500 years (Egyptian necropolis)

(banks of the Nile = migrating geese and ducks)

 Mule ducks >>> Geese & Muscovy ducks

Goose Foie Gras 600g to 700g ; Duck Foie Gras 450g to 650g 

 Many other delicacies = breast, legs…



Data 2018

Forecast 2019 = 
30 millions



Male Muscovy      X      Female Pekin

“Mule” = Cross breed (sterile) 

Males only (females’ livers unsuitable)



PEKIN FEMALES 22WKS
MUSCOVY MALES 25 WKS

Futur breeders Breeders Hatchery

31D INCUBATIONAPPROX 43/45WKS OF LAY
(2 AI / WK)









J0

• Incubation

J10

• Candling

J14 à J28

• Water spray

J28

• Transfer to 
hatchers

J31

• D31 = 
hatch



 Quality control

 Sexing: ♂black stain Vs♀ albinos (females killed or export)

 +/- vaccinating (Goose Parvovirus) & beak trim





Free-range (+/- access to shed) 
(9 weeks)

Brooding
(3 weeks)

Fattening

(10-12 days)

Transport 
(mostly diff. farm)

Growing farm (12 weeks)

Fattening duck production



Brooding : 7 to 15 birds / m2







Ducks = no crop !!! 
 feed restriction

(last weeks)
“binge”



Handlings & vaccinations



Handlings & transport



220g mash (+ 80% water)
<100g liver

450g mash (+ 80% water)
400-650g liver

 No more individual cages
 2 meals / day (high-energy corn mash)
 Ad libitum water
 Liver steatosis (reversing process)

Ducks = no crop !!!













Technical gesture





1996
charter of French Foie Gras

voluntary process to set out 
the basic rules of animal 
welfare and provide 
guarantees for consumers

charter contains 23 articles 
describing the rules to be 
followed at each step of 
foie gras production



2008
Euro Foie Gras federation

 first joint task committing 
producers to the 12 points 
set out by the European 
Commission on animal 
welfare

within the framework of the 
Welfare Quality Project



France  individual cages banned
from Jan 1st 2016



2014
“Palmi G confiance”

 French voluntary initiative to ensure that farmers 
follow best practices for animal welfare commitment 
to transparency and ongoing improvement

 Independent organization carries out inspections to 
ensure that farmers comply with the commitments

Added market value ?



The seven chapters:

1. Farm identity: keep a complete, descriptive sheet of the farm 
2. Farmer training: classes on how to breed the animals with concern for 
their welfare (including biosecurity)

3. Feeding: ensure that the animals receive healthy food in sufficient 
quantities

4. Animal comfort: providing them with enough space in a comfortable 
environment that enables them to lie down and move about freely and 
ensures they are neither too hot nor too cold 

5. Health and hygiene: ensure that the animals stay healthy by providing 
good hygiene conditions and appropriate care

6. Human/animal relations: avoid all stressful situations for the animals by 
ensuring that there is a good relationship between humans and animals

7. Safety: ensure that both animals and humans are safe at all times



Step 1 = 
• Accreditation (or not) 

by area manager
• Renewal every 2 years

Step 2 = 
• Inspection by 

independent
organization



Ongoing research projects on ducks 
welfare…

Podo & feather scoring = 
soon implemented to 
PalmITrust certif



Ongoing research projects on ducks 
welfare…

Welfare monitoring during 
transport
 Net cover on trucks (IAHP)
 Heat waves ?



Contexte



small flocks ; multi age
Small sheds, 

most of time outside

Before 2016

After 2016 Single age only

(per farm)
Indoor confinement 

(if requested)

Bigger buildings ; 
automation ; 

change in landscape ; 
declaw ?

Bigger flocks ; 
Higher density ;

nervosity



What consumers
(animals?) want….



…what we are building 
for the future

French Paradox



Now that you know… 
you decide!



January 7, 2019 : U.S. Supreme Court 
bans foie gras throughout the state of 

California

We’re
against
force 

feeding! Thanks


